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Putting Water on the Global Agenda 

 
.  
             

The Need for Global Water Gover-

nance 

To effectively manage this global crisis, 
it is imperative that water becomes a 

key issue in international negotiations, 
development strategies, and environ-
mental policies. Despite its transboun-

dary nature, water governance remains 
fragmented, with inconsistent regulati-
ons and conflicting interests between 
nations and regions. International coo-

peration is essential to managing shared 
water resources, particularly in regions 
where rivers, lakes, and aquifers cross 

national boundaries. Multilateral agree-
ments and frameworks, such as those 
promoted by the UN Water Convention, 

must be strengthened to foster collabo-
ration, prevent water-related conflicts, 
and ensure equitable access for all. 

By putting water at the forefront of glo-

bal discussions, we can safeguard 
ecosystems, promote economic deve-
lopment, and ensure that future genera-

tions have the resources they need to 
thrive. The time to act is now. 

 

                            Dursun Yıldız  

                                 Director 

                   Hydropolitics Academy  

Water is an essential resource, yet its criti-
cal importance is often underrepresented in 

global policy discussions. With climate 
change, population growth, and industriali-
zation putting increasing pressure on 

freshwater sources, the world is facing a 
looming water crisis. Access to clean water 
is a human right, and addressing water scar-

city is central to achieving sustainability, 
food security, and health for all. 

According to the United Nations, over 2 
billion people lack access to safe drinking 

water, and water scarcity affects more than 
40% of the global population. As the de-
mand for freshwater outpaces supply in 
many regions, the global community must 

urgently place water at the center of the in-
ternational agenda.  

To elevate water on the global agenda, it is 
crucial to integrate water management into 

climate action plans, international develop-
ment goals, and geopolitical strategies. Po-
licymakers must prioritize investment in 

water infrastructure, conservation technolo-
gies, and collaborative solutions that pro-
mote equitable access to this life-sustaining 

resource. Furthermore, international bodies, 
governments, and civil society need to ad-
vocate for stronger water governance, ensu-

ring that global water security becomes a 
cornerstone of future planning. 
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In response to severe drought and ongoing water 

scarcity, Zambia has joined the UN Water Conven-

tion to improve water management both within and 

across its borders. The country, which declared a 

National Crisis and Emergency in February 2024 

due to a drought that has severely impacted food 

and energy production for its population of over 21 

million people, sits within the cross-border Zambe-

zi and Congo River basins.   

Zambia is the 55th country (and 12th from Africa) 

to join the Convention on the Protection and Use 

of Transboundary Watercourses and International 

Lakes (UN Water Convention), following closely 

the accessions of Cote D’Ivoire and Zimbabwe in 

July. This further consolidates the strong momen-

tum for water cooperation in Africa, where more 

than 90% of freshwater rivers, lakes and aquifers 

are shared by two or more countries.  

Honourable Engineer Collins Nzovu, MP, Minister 

of Water Development and Sanitation of Zambia, 

recognized that “Zambia’s accession to the United 

Nations Water Convention is a strong instrument 

to help us reach water-related sustainable develop-

ment goals and to support global adaptation action 

which will lead to enhanced bilateral and multilate-

ral cooperation in transboundary water resources 

management particularly now as we face the de-

vastating effects of climate change in the region”.   

Southern Africa is facing extreme water stress 

where several countries have declared national 

drought emergencies in the past year. Alongsi-

de Namibia as the first Party in the region in 2023 

and Zimbabwe  in 2024,   
 

as 

well as Botswana and Tanzania currently in ac-
cession processes and Malawi having indicated 
its readiness to start the process, this creates the 
enabling conditions for others to join and 
maximize the relevance and usefulness of the 
UN Water Convention and its related tools.   

The recent results of the 3rd reporting exercise 
measuring progress to achieve SDG indicator 
6.5.2 on transboundary water coopera-
tion further demonstrate Zambia’s commitment 
to strengthen transboundary cooperation over 
increasingly scarce shared water resources, imp-
roving from having 70% of all its shared basins 
covered by operational agreements for coopera-
tion in 2020, to 77.7% in 2023. Despite this 
progress, challenges remain, and the Water Con-
vention can help, specifically via its Programme 
of Work and associated tools and guidance ma-
terials.   

Zambia is already a party to several basin agree-
ments and a member State of the associated river 
basin organisations-including Zambezi River 
Authority (ZRA), Zambezi Watercourse Com-
mission (ZAMCOM) and Lake Tanganyika Aut-
hority (LTA). Since 2022, the Convention has 
also been assisting Zambia to become a Party to 
the Commission Internationale du Bassin Congo
-Oubangui-Sangha (CICOS). Zambia is also a 
party to the 2000 Southern African Development 
Community’s (SADC) Revised Protocol on Sha-
red Watercourses.   

The Water Convention has also facilitated the 
First round of Technical & Plan-
ning Negotiations of the Draft ‘Agreement on 
the Establishment of the Luapula River and La-
ke Mweru Authority” between the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) and Zambia in April 
2024  

In addition, in December 2023, Zambia, Ghana 

and Hungary embarked on a Convention Twin-

ning Initiative that aimed to support accession 

and also involves transboundary water alloca-

tion, hydro-diplomacy among its technical areas 

of cooperation.  

Source : https://unece.org/climate-change/press/
zambia-joins-un-water-convention-boost-

Zambia joins UN Water Convention to boost cooperation to address 

                                  drought and water challenges 

https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/about-the-convention/introduction
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/about-the-convention/introduction
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/about-the-convention/introduction
https://unece.org/media/press/392834
https://unece.org/climate-change/press/zimbabwe-joins-un-water-convention-leading-wave-countries-southern-africa#:~:text=During%20its%20recent%20national%20workshop,UN%20Watercourses%20Convention)%2C%20two%20complementary
https://unece.org/climate-change/press/zimbabwe-joins-un-water-convention-leading-wave-countries-southern-africa#:~:text=During%20its%20recent%20national%20workshop,UN%20Watercourses%20Convention)%2C%20two%20complementary
https://unece.org/environment/news/widespread-droughts-spark-national-emergencies-southern-africa-water-convention
https://unece.org/environment/news/widespread-droughts-spark-national-emergencies-southern-africa-water-convention
https://unece.org/environment/news/widespread-droughts-spark-national-emergencies-southern-africa-water-convention
https://unece.org/climate-change/news/finland-and-namibia-pilot-twinning-initiative-strengthen-transboundary-water#:~:text=Finland%20and%20the%20Republic%20of,bilateral%20cooperation%20on%20transboundary%20water
https://unece.org/climate-change/press/zimbabwe-joins-un-water-convention-leading-wave-countries-southern-africa#:~:text=During%20its%20recent%20national%20workshop,UN%20Watercourses%20Convention)%2C%20two%20complementary
https://unece.org/environment/news/botswana-accelerates-progress-water-convention-accession-and-shared-river
https://unece.org/media/press/373702#:~:text=The%20United%20Republic%20of%20Tanzania,and%20Use%20of%20Transboundary%20Watercourses
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/water/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/water/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
https://unece.org/environmental-policy/water/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-convention/programme-work
https://unece.org/environment-policy/water/areas-work-convention/programme-work
https://unece.org/environment/news/water-convention-facilitates-negotiations-between-democratic-republic-congo-and
https://unece.org/environment/news/water-convention-facilitates-negotiations-between-democratic-republic-congo-and
https://unece.org/environment/news/water-convention-facilitates-negotiations-between-democratic-republic-congo-and
https://unece.org/environment/news/water-convention-facilitates-negotiations-between-democratic-republic-congo-and
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUNECE_Water%2Fstatus%2F1737103255333896420&data=05%7C02%7Cremy.kinna%40un.org%7Cda7caff80d1543089b8c08dcc065940e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638596789714279171%7C
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUNECE_Water%2Fstatus%2F1737103255333896420&data=05%7C02%7Cremy.kinna%40un.org%7Cda7caff80d1543089b8c08dcc065940e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638596789714279171%7C
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUNECE_Water%2Fstatus%2F1737103255333896420&data=05%7C02%7Cremy.kinna%40un.org%7Cda7caff80d1543089b8c08dcc065940e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638596789714279171%7C
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Target 6.5 is: “By 2030, implement integrated 

water resources management at all levels, inclu-

ding through transboundary cooperation as app-

ropriate.” 

Indicator 6.5.2 looks at the area of a country 

within transboundary basins and assesses the 

extent to which that area is covered by operatio-

nal cooperation arrangements. Transboundary 

basins are river, lake and aquifer systems shared 

between two or more countries. Arrangements 

are “operational” when there is a joint body, 

meetings between countries take place and in-

formation is exchanged at least once per year, 

and joint or coordinated management plans or 

objectives for the basin(s) have been set. 

 

Progress on Transboundary Water Cooperation – 2024 Update 

 

Transboundary waters are of great significance 

globally. An estimated 313 rivers and lakes, and 

468 aquifers, are shared by two or more count-

ries, and a total of 153 UN Member States are 

reliant on waters that either flow from or flow to 

another country. Transboundary rivers alone 

account for 60 per cent of the world’s 

freshwater flows, and river and lake basins are 

home to more than three billion people. 

 

This report presents the global status on 

transboundary cooperation and acceleration 

needs to achieve target 6.5 by 2030, based on 

the latest data on indicator 6.5.2. 

 

The global average of the SDG indicator 6.5.2 

value is 59 per cent .This means that, for the 

117 countries where the SDG indicator can be 

calculated, on average, a country has 59 per cent 

of its transboundary basin area covered by ope-

rational arrangements. This figure has not chan-

ged significantly since 2017 and 2020. A signi-

ficant portion of transboundary basin area there-

fore remains uncovered by cooperative arrange-

ments. 

Source: https://www.unwater.org/publications/

progress-transboundary-water-cooperation-2024
-update 

https://www.unwater.org/our-work/integrated-monitoring-initiative-sdg-6/indicator-652-proportion-transboundary-basin-area
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UNITED NATIONS – For the first time, the 
United Nations convened a high-level meeting 
to address the global threats posed by rising sea 
levels. Secretary-General António Guter-
res warned attendees on Wednesday that “rising 
seas mean a rising tide of misery.” 

Nations define themselves by their territorial 
boundaries. But those participating in the high-
level meeting were seeking to update internatio-
nal law to reflect the reality of a warming planet 
and sinking coastlines. The Permanent Repre-
sentative of Trinidad and Tobago to the United 
Nations Dennis Francis described the mood as 
“one of consensus and solidarity.” 

 

A study cited by the IPCC — the UN’s top cli-
mate change body — projected that the island 
nations of Tuvalu, Maldives, Marshall Islands, 
Nauru, and Kiribati may become completely 
uninhabitable by 2100. If that projection comes 
true, around 600,000 citizens will become cli-
mate refugees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating a new global consensus is essential to 
address this crisis, but how does one convince 

people who live far inland, or climate change 
deniers, to care about this issue? 

Francis described sea level rise as a “hydra” af-
fecting “everything,” far more than just coastal 
and island communities. Displaced persons, 
food insecurity, and groundwater salinity are 
likely to affect much more than the roughly one 
billion who currently live in low-lying coastal 
areas. 

In an interview with GZERO Media, Dr. Nadya 
Vinogradova Shiffer — who directs the NASA 
Sea Level Change Team — offered a simple 
answer: by using data for “clarity.” Even if so-
meone doesn’t believe they’re sick, a fever do-
esn’t lie, she told us. 

NASA released this interactive tool using previ-
ous tide gauges to predict future sea level rise 
scenarios through 2150. Spoiler: It’s not good. 

Source:: https://www.gzeromedia.com/unga79/
un-secretary-general-rising-seas-mean-rising-
misery 

UN Secretary-General: Rising seas 

mean rising “misery” 

https://gzeromedia.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7404e6dcdc8018f49c82e941d&id=fd5fbfbbc4&e=ae31828d04
https://gzeromedia.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7404e6dcdc8018f49c82e941d&id=78918fed5c&e=ae31828d04
https://gzeromedia.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7404e6dcdc8018f49c82e941d&id=8261c5d4a3&e=ae31828d04
https://gzeromedia.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7404e6dcdc8018f49c82e941d&id=5fb558f498&e=ae31828d04
https://gzeromedia.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7404e6dcdc8018f49c82e941d&id=5fb558f498&e=ae31828d04
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Islamabad's remarks come after New Delhi for-

mally seeks review of water sharing deal broke-

red by World Bank in 1960 

Ahmad Adil and Aamir Latif   

|19.09.2024  

 
 

Pakistan on Thursday asked India to comply 
with the Indus Water Treaty (IWT), a 64-year-
old water sharing agreement between the longti-
me rivals. 

 
"The Indus Waters Treaty is an important treaty 
that has served both Pakistan and India well 

over the last several decades. We believe it is 
the gold standard of bilateral treaties on water 
sharing, Pakistan is fully committed to its imp-

lementation. 
 
"We expect India to also remain committed to 

the treaty," Foreign Office Spokeswoman 
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch told reporters during a 
weekly press briefing in Islamabad. 

 Her remarks came after India formally sought a 
review of the agreement brokered by the World 
Bank in 1960. 

 
 "Pakistan believes that it is our collective res-
ponsibility to maintain ecological balance, pro-

tect our environment and avoid measures which 
may have adverse implications for the environ-
ment," she added. 

The two countries, she went on to say, have a 

mechanism of Indus Commissioners and belie-
ve "all issues pertaining to this Treaty  

 

 

 

 

 

can be discussed in this mechanism." New Delhi 

had sent a notice to Islamabad on Aug. 30 under 

Article XII (3) of the Indus Water Treaty. 

 

“India’s notification highlights fundamental and 

unforeseen changes in circumstances that requi-

re a reassessment of obligations under various 

articles of the treaty,” the report said, quoting 

unnamed sources. 

 

The two longtime rivals share the water of six 

rivers under IWT, a water-sharing agreement 

brokered by the World Bank in 1960. 

 

Under the agreement, the waters of the eastern 

rivers – the Sutlej, Beas and Ravi – have been 

allocated to India, while the three western rivers 

– the Indus, Jhelum and Chenab – go to Pakis-

tan..Pakistan accuses India of "continuously vio-

lating” the treaty by building dams on the wes-

tern rivers, whereas New Delhi thinks Islamabad 

controls more water than New Delhi as a result 

of the treaty. 

 

India is also locked in a water dispute with Chi-

na on the construction of dams and proposed 

diversion of the Brahmaputra River, which ori-

ginates in Tibet and provides a third of India’s 

needs for irrigation. 

Source: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/

pakistan-urges-india-to-comply-with-indus-
water-treaty/3334470 
 

Pakistan urges India to comply with Indus Water Treaty 
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     From crisis to opportunity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The world faces a growing water disaster. For the 

first time in human history, the hydrological cyc-

le is out of balance, undermining an equitable and 

sustainable future for all. 

We can fix this crisis if we act more collectively, 

and with greater urgency. Vitally too, restoring 

stability of the water cycle is critical not only in 

its own right, but to avoid failing on climate 

change and safeguarding all the earth’s ecosys-

tems, as well as on each and every one of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It will 

preserve food security, keep economies and job 

opportunities growing, and ensure a just and live-

able future for everyone. 

Decades of collective mismanagement and under-

valuation of water around the world have dama-

ged our freshwater and land ecosystems and al-

lowed for the continuing contamination of water 

resources. We can no longer count on freshwater 

availability for our collective future. More than 

1,000 children under five die every day from ill-

nesses caused by unsafe water and sanitation. 

Women and girls spend 200 million hours each 

day collecting and hauling water. Food systems 

are running out of fresh water, and cities are sin-

king as the aquifers underneath them run dry. 

We have, fundamentally, put the hydrological 
cycle itself under unprecedented stress, with 

growing consequences for communities and 
countries everywhere.  

Our policies, and the science and economics 
that underpin them, have also overlooked a 

critical freshwater resource,the “green water” 
in our soils and plant life, which ultimately 
circulates through the atmosphere and genera-

tes around half the rainfall we receive on land. 

Most gravely, while itself a victim of climate 

change, the degradation of freshwater ecosys-

tems including the loss of moisture in the soil 

has become a driver of climate change and bio-

diversity loss. The result is more frequent and 

increasingly severe droughts, floods, 

heatwaves, and wildfires, playing out across 

the globe. And a future of growing water scar-

city, with grave consequences for human secu-

rity. 

Nearly 3 billion people and more than half of 

the world’s food production are now in areas 

where total water storage is projected to decli-

ne. We need bolder and more integrated thin-

king and a recasting of policy frameworks to 

address these challenges. The Global Commis-

sion on the Economics of Water (GCEW) calls 

for a new economics of water: 

• One that recognises the hydrological cycle as 

a global common good: understanding that it 

connects countries and regions through both 

the water that we see and atmospheric moistu-

re flows; that it is deeply interconnected with 

climate change and the loss of biodiversity 

with each rebounding on the other; and that it 

impacts on virtually all the SDGs. 

Why we must govern the water cycle as a 

global common good 

It starts with recognising that the problems we 

face are not only local. Communities, count-
ries and regions are interdependent not just 
through transboundary blue water – as glo-

bally, more than 263 watersheds and 300 aqui-
fers span political boundaries - but through 
atmospheric moisture flows that travel great 

distances. 
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Current approaches tend to focus on water reso-

urces rather than the economic drivers that shape 

the water cycle. They also deal predominantly 

with the water we can see – the “blue water” in 

our rivers, lakes, and aquifers. They overlook a 

critical freshwater resource, namely “green 

water” – the water stored as soil moisture and in 

vegetation, which returns to the air through eva-

poration and transpiration. As it circulates natu-

rally, green water generates around half of all ra-

infall over land, the very source of all our 

freshwater. Further, current approaches too often 

assume stable patterns of water supply year after 

year, but this is no longer true: as land-use chan-

ges and global warming destabilise the water cyc-

le, rainfall patterns are shifting. 

Most dangerously, disruptions to the water cycle 

are deeply intertwined with climate change and 

the depletion of the world’s biodiversity, with 

each reinforcing the other. A stable supply of 

green water in soils is crucial to sustaining the 

natural systems that absorb more than a quarter of 

the carbon dioxide emitted from fossil-fuel com-

bustion. Yet the loss of wetlands and soil moistu-

re, together with deforestation, is depleting the 

planet’s greatest carbon stores, accelerating glo-

bal warming. 

In turn, rising temperatures trigger extreme 
heatwaves and increased moisture loss, seve-

rely drying landscapes and heightening the risk 
of wildfires. When viewed hollistically the im-
pact of of water scarcity on both people and 

natüre now jeopardises virtually every one of 
the SDGs. 

Left unchecked, it will result in growing gaps 

in nutrition in populations already at risk, the 

greater spread of diseases, widening inequali-

ties within and across nations and increased 

conflict and forced migrations. The water cyc-

le  must therfore be governed as a global com-

mon good: recognising, first, our interdepen-

dence through both blue and green water 

flows; second, the wicked interaction between 

the water crisis, climate change, and the loss of 

the planet’s natural capital; and third, how 

water flows through all our 17 SDGs. A desta-

bilised water cycle is a large-scale collective 

and systemic problem, which can only be fixed 

through concerted action in every country and 

collaboration across boundaries and cultures. 

A shared understanding of the common good 
is crucial. Otherwise, what might look good 
for one country today could easily create prob-

lems for that same country tomorrow, as well 
as for others around the world. 
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